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Global Panel Announces New Approach to Managing Future of the Internet 
Final Report Addressees Growing Interests in Internet Governance 
Los Angeles —The Panel on Global Internet Cooperation and Governance Mechanisms—a global Panel of prominent stakeholders from diverse organizations and governments—today released key recommendations on how to evolve the Internet governance (IG) ecosystem to accommodate global needs for collaboration, interconnectivity and Internet growth. The report also presents a roadmap and timeline for the future management of the Internet. 

The report follows the Panel’s third and final meeting, hosted by the World Economic Forum in Dubai on 4-5 May. It builds on the IG principles established at NETmundial, the recent Global Multistakeholder Meeting on the Future of Internet Governance in São Paulo, Brazil. The Panel believes these principles— human rights, culture and linguistic diversity, security and stability and open unfragmented space, among others—are fundamental to implementing a 21st century model of Internet governance. 
“It has been an honor to serve as the chair of this distinguished Panel, representing a diverse group of global stakeholders from government, civil society, the private sector, the technical community and international organizations,” said Toomas Hendrik Ilves, President of Estonia and chairman of the Panel. “We intend for the Panel’s work to contribute to the global discussion on how to preserve freedom of expression of the Internet.”
For the past six months, the Panel has worked to design the key components necessary for promoting a collaborative, decentralized IG ecosystem rooted in NETmundial’s guiding principles—one that can effectively meet the burgeoning needs and interests of Internet users globally, while ensuring networks’ security and stability. The Panel identified needed Enablers—including forums and dialogues, expert communities and toolkits—to foster communication, legitimacy and effectiveness throughout the IG process, which the Panel defined in four elements: issue identification, solution mapping, solution formulation, and solution implementation. 
“The Internet is an indispensable resource for its 3 billion users all around the world. Ensuring that it remains open, interoperable and that decision-making processes are carried out with the involvement of all stakeholders is critical to the future of the Internet and its continued success,” said Vint Cerf, vice-chair of the Panel.

“There is broad interest in how, and who, will govern the Internet,” said ICANN’s President and CEO Fadi Chehadé. “The discussions at NETmundial reaffirmed the support and desire for a multistakeholder model of governance and served as the inspiration for the Panel’s recommendations.”
To achieve a collaborative, decentralized IG ecosystem, the Panel recommends next steps mapped against a three-year timeline that include coalescing and supporting broad multistakeholder alliances; developing new and strengthening existing IG mechanisms; and progressing collaborative decision-making. Recognizing the evolving IG dialogue and process, the Panel also identified specific additional questions that need to be answered moving forward, and encouraged the global community to weigh in with solutions. 
The Panel was convened by ICANN and the World Economic Forum (WEF), with assistance from The Annenberg Retreat at Sunnylands. It met during a series of in-person and virtual meetings between November 2013 to May 2014 in London, Rancho Mirgae, Calif. and Dubai. The Panel encourages the global community to refine its roadmap through ongoing discussions and forums, including the upcoming Global Commission on Internet Governance.

“In the spirit of WEF’s global citizenship, it has been important to partner with the Panel on the timely and momentous issue of Internet governance,” said Alan Marcus, senior director and head of Information Technology and Telecommunications Industries at the WEF. “The Internet will continue to grow exponentially in the years to come, and it will be necessary to chart a path forward that allows for equitable opportunity for current and future users.”

For more information on the Panel, please contact: Holli Holsan at Holli.Holsan@edelman.com or visit: www.internetgovernancepanel.org. 
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· Robert M. McDowell, former U.S. Federal Communications Commissioner; Visiting Fellow, Hudson Institute's Center for Economics of the Internet
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The Annenberg Retreat at Sunnylands

The Annenberg Foundation Trust at Sunnylands, which operates The Annenberg Retreat at Sunnylands in Rancho Mirage, California, is an independent 501(c)(3) nonprofit operating entity. The Annenberg Retreat at Sunnylands hosts high-level retreats that address serious issues facing the nation and the world, including the recent official meeting between President Obama and President Xi of the People's Republic of China. In addition, Sunnylands offers programs through the Sunnylands Center & Gardens to educate the public about the history of Sunnylands, its architecture, art collections, cultural significance, and sustainable practices. For more information please visit: http://sunnylands.org. 

ICANN

The Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers (ICANN) is an internationally organised, non-profit corporation that has responsibility for Internet Protocol (IP) address space allocation, protocol identifier assignment, generic (gTLD) and country code (ccTLD) Top-Level Domain name system management, and root server system management functions. As a private-public partnership, ICANN is dedicated to preserving the operational stability of the Internet; to promoting competition; to achieving broad representation of global Internet communities; and to developing policy appropriate to its mission through bottom-up, consensus-based processes. For more information please visit: http://www.icann.org.

The World Economic Forum

The World Economic Forum is an independent international organization committed to improving the state of the world by engaging leaders in partnerships to shape global, regional and industry agendas.

Incorporated as a foundation in 1971 and headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland, the World Economic Forum is impartial and not-for-profit; it is tied to no political, partisan or national interests. For more information please visit: http://www.weforum.org.
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